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Harry Jack GRAY

... Harry Jack GRUSIN (*1919, +2009) from Georgia (USA) served in World War Il and took part in the Battle of
the Bulge. With the bth U. S. Infantry « Red Diamond » Division he was heavily involved in the Sauer river
crossing at Diekirch on January 18, 1945 and thus contributed to the second and final liberation of Diekirch,
after afirst temporary liberation on September 11, 1944. Discharged as a captain, he was awarded the Silver
Star for valor on the battlefield around Diekirch. Back home, Captain Harry Jack GRUSIN, changed his
surname to GRAY in 1951 and became a renowned multinational industrialist - among others he was CEO and
Chairman of the United Technologies Corporation. UTC researched, developed and manufactured products
in numerous areas including aircraft engines, aerospace systems, HVAC [ heating, ventilation and air
conditioning], elevators[OTIS Elevator] and escalators, fire, security [and] building automation[...]. UTC
was also a large military contractor. Beyond this, WWII veteran GRAY became a widely interested
philanthropist. In memory of the dramatic battle scenes in 1944-1945, he provided moral, conceptual and
financial support for the building of the National Museum of Military History in Diekirch (MNHM), which does
have extensive exhibits about the Battle of the Bulge and other WWII events. Thanks to his unconditional and
everlasting commitment to the museum, a dramatic recreation of the « Sauer river crossing » in form of a
life-size diorama can be seen at the National Museum of Military History in Diekirch. (bp, fg, rg, bn, jba, jb,
2025-01-18)
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Original Sauer Crossing scene near Bettendorf in 1944-1945 pictured by US Army (left) and Sauer Crosssing Diorama at the National
Museum of Military History of Luxembourg (MNHM)in Diekirch by bp_Oct. 7, 2024 (right).
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Three Sauer Crossings in Diekirch area: Red lightning bolts point to the 5 blown-up railway and road bridges, black circles indicate river
crossing locations, black dashed lines mean railway tracks, grayisch continous lines stand for roads, blue bands represent river Sauer and
confluent Alzette, arrow headed lines show progression of American troops, e.qg. Ist (orange), 2nd (red) and 3rd (salmon) Bataillon of 2nd
Infantry Regiment of the 5th US Infantry Division and green dotted lines mark the frontlines from 18.01.1945 to 21.01.1945. [ Original plan in
B&W by Roland GAUL in: 1944-1945, Schicksale zwischen Sauer und Our, Soldaten und Zivilpersonen erzahlen, Eine historische Collage von
Roland GAUL, Band I, Aus amerikanischer und ziviler Sicht, 1987, p. 271; redesigned, extended to the east and completed
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https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Sauer-Crossing-1945.png
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Sauer-Crossing-1945.png

Références

® R. GAUL: Interview on Sauer River Crossing January 18, 1945 and subsequent commitment of Harry
Jack GRAY to the building of National Military History Museum in Diekirch (audio, 28:07 minutes, mp3,
9 MB)(lien actualisé le 2025-01-01)

* A.B. FROMM: Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, American Folklife Center, Harry Jack
GRAY , World War Il, 1939-1945, Personal Narrative, file (lien actualisé le 2024-12-20)

* A. B. FROMM: Library of Congress, Veterans History Project, American Folklife Center, Harry Jack
GRAY , World War 1I, 1939-1945, Personal Narrative, transription bp_2025 (23 pages, pdf, 856 KB)(lien
actualisé le 2024-12-20)

* MNHM: Sauer River Crossing in Bettendorf September 18, 1945 (1image, jpeg. 2 MB)(lien actualisé le
2025-01-11)

* R.GAUL, P. BONERT: Map of Sauer River Crossing at Diekirch, original_rg and update_bp (1image,
png, 1MB)(lien actualisé le 2025-01-11)

* P. BONERT: Life-size diorama of Sauer River Crossing at MNHM Diekirch (booklet of 6 pages / 6
images, pdf, 6 MB)(lien actualisé le 2025-01-11)

* P. BONERT: Live-size diorama of Sauer River Crossing at MNHM Diekirch (1video, mov, 8 MB)(lien
actualisé le 2025-01-11)

* P. BONERT: Reenactment of Sauer River Crossing at Diekirch, 2005 (booklet of 6 pages / 8 images,
pdf, 9 MB)(lien actualisé le 2024-12-29)

e P. BONERT: US War Memorial of Sauer River Crossing and final Liberation near footbridge and
walkway at Diekirch (1image, jpeg, 3 MB)(lien actualisé le 2025-01-11)

* P. BONERT: Some Military Echelon and Entity Type Symbols (1image, png, 497 KB)(lien actualisé le
2025-01-20)

* www > US War Memorials > Sauer River Crossing Memorial near footbridge and walkway at Diekirch
(lien actualisé le 2024-10-06)

* www > US War Memorials > Sauer River Crossing Memorial at Herrenberg-Diekirch (lien actualisé le
2024-10-06)

* www > wikipedia > Harry Jack GRAY (business executive)(lien actualisé le 2024-10-06)

* www > Ahern Funeral Home > Harry Jack GRAY Obituary (lien actualisé le 2024-10-06)

* www > Find a grave > Harry Jack GRAY (lien actualisé le 2024-10-06)

* www > wikipedia > OTIS Elevators Worldwide (lien actualisé le 2024-10-06)

* www > Joint Military Symbology Explorer (lien actualisé le 2025-01-20)

049), 110), 111), 122), 144), 154), 203)

2025© Saviez-Vous Que


https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SVQ-202-GAUL-Roland-Interview-cc-Sauer-River-Crossing_02-reduced-2025-01-01.mp3
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SVQ-202-GAUL-Roland-Interview-cc-Sauer-River-Crossing_02-reduced-2025-01-01.mp3
https://www.loc.gov/item/afc2001001.04700/?
https://www.loc.gov/item/afc2001001.04700/?
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/SVQ-202-Harry-Jack-GRAY-Interview-transcript_bp-1.pdf
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/SVQ-202-Harry-Jack-GRAY-Interview-transcript_bp-1.pdf
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/IMG_5843-scaled.jpeg
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Sauer-Crossing-1945-original_rg-update_bp.png
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SVQ-202-Sauer-River-Crossing-diorama-MNHM-Diekirch.pdf
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/SVQ-202-Sauer-River-Crossing-diorama-MNHM-Diekirch.mov
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/SVQ-202-Reenactment-Sauer-Crossing-2005-01-22-1.pdf
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Screenshot-2024-10-07-at-21.03.39-scaled.jpeg
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Screenshot-2024-10-07-at-21.03.39-scaled.jpeg
https://svq-diekirch.lu/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Screenshot-2025-01-20-at-00.04.53.png
https://www.uswarmemorials.org/html/monument_details.php?SiteID=2461&MemID=3231
https://www.uswarmemorials.org/html/monument_details.php?SiteID=1606&MemID=2113
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Gray_(business_executive)
https://www.ahernfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Harry-Gray?obId=21161951
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/39273218/harry-j-gray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Otis_Worldwide
https://explorer.milsymb.net/#/symbolset/
https://svq-diekirch.lu/passage-de-la-sure/
https://svq-diekirch.lu/quiet-paradise-for-weary-troops/
https://svq-diekirch.lu/ordre-devacuation/
https://svq-diekirch.lu/justice-expeditive/
https://svq-diekirch.lu/premiers-croquis-du-martyr/
https://svq-diekirch.lu/patton-diekirch/
https://svq-diekirch.lu/?p=6280
http://www.tcpdf.org

